which probably contain IgE, occur in the mucosa. The role of this intracellular antibody remains to be determined. The similarity in appearance between mast cells and plasma cells containing IgE will require a reassessment of fluorescent IgE studies in humans.
The symposium discusses the role of antibody in limiting absorption of food proteins from the gutan assertion which still lacks definitive data in humans, and there are good reviews on the secretion of IgA, alpha chain disease, coeliac disease and the gut in immune deficiency.
This book will be of real value to doctors concerned with gut disease and research workers concerned with IgA and IgE antibody, lymphocyte traffic and the immunology of parasitic infestations.
G L ASHERSON

Clinical Research Centre Northwick Park, Harrow
Intestinal Ischaemia. Adrian Marston pp 200 £10.95 Edward Arnold 1977 Just over a hundred years ago, Litten described the fatal outcome ofligation of the superior mesenteric artery in. the dog. Since then, the subject of intestinal ischaemia has been one of increasing fascination to surgeon, physician, pathologist and, more recently, radiologist as a whole range of clinical manifestations of lack of blood supply to the gut have become defined.
Mr Adrian Marston, surgeon at the Middlesex Hospital and a well known authority on intestinal ischaemia, has produced an interestingly written, fully documented and well illustrated monograph.
A description of the anatomy of the mesenteric circulation is followed by an account of the control and measurement of intestinal blood flow and of its experimental study. The clinical sections deal with acute intestinal ischaemia, 'intestinal angina', the coeliac axis compression syndrome, ischaemic colitis, ischaemic stricture of the small intestine and the rarer vascular lesions that may affect the bowel. The author takes us to the very limits of our present knowledge and points out where further studies are needed, for example, the aetiology of haemorrhagic infarction and the cause of 'nonocclusive' intestinal ischaemia. This is an important contribution to the subject and will appeal to the wide spectrum of specialists whose fields meet in the ischaemic bowel.
HAROLD ELLIS
Professor ofSurgery Westminster Medical School
Section Editor Section of Proctology This book reports a study made of the emergency medical services in Connecticut in 1970. A thorough examination is made of the hospital care and facilities available in that year. There then follow recommendations made by the group on the basis of their study; a chapter is devoted to the enabling legislation that was necessary in order to undertake the changes that they recommended. Finally, there is a short report on the services following the introduction of some of these changes.
The book is basically a medical administrative document which is concerned with the problems of an area that has little in common with the problems of the United Kingdom and the National Health Service. However, the book contains much that is relevant to the needs of those areas and countries where a privately owned ambulance and emergency care service exists.
All accident and emergency staff would do well to compare the staffing and facilities provided in their own department with the standards and facilities recommended by the authors in one ofthe valuable appendices to this book.
P G STABLEFORTH
Surgeon in Charge, Accident Department
Bristol Royal Infirmary In recent years renewed interest in the blood supply to the spinal cord and vertebral column has resulted in a spate of publications, such as those of Stevens & Stillwell, Gillilan, Turnbull, Domrnisse and others. Much of the information contained in them is repetitive and confirmatory but all have added a quantum of fresh knowledge to the vascular anatomy of these structures. The striking feature of this particular volume is the large number of coloured plates which provide vivid detail of the vesselsand the reproductions, as one would expect from a publication by Springer-Verlag. are of exquisite quality.
Although much of the anatomical detail is well known, it can be seen here more clearly and the course of the vessels followed more easily. The xray studies of the interosseous arteries of the vertebrae in both young and old are particularly instructive.
The authors also have some fresh, if controversial, observations to make. They disagree with the previously held view that the blood supply to the thoracic cord is more tenuous than elsewhere. They also put forward the opinion that the collateral arterial supply to the median anterior spinal artery is segmental although the vessels are often very small. This is in addition to the large collateral vessels, such as described by Adamkiewicz. An interesting feature is their demonstration of a communication between the anterior and posterior venous drainage areas which is achieved by a large venous trunk running directly from front to back and skirting the central canal, uniting the anterior and posterior median venous trunks. This is a fine production and will be welcomed by all those concerned with the spine and spinal contents. After a useful historical review, the modern aids to diagnosis ofliver cancer are described (although ultrasound and computerized tomography are only mentioned). There is a detailed account of the pathology of both primary and secondary tumours, with a particularly useful description of hepatic adenoma and focal nodular hyperplasia and the question of their relationship to the use of the pill. Details of surgical techniques are given, followed by appendices analysing case material. This is a well produced volume; it is clearly written, has an extensive bibliography and is copiously illustrated. It can be recommended to the surgeon, pathologist or gastroenterologist who wishes to find up-to-date information on these unusual cancers.
VALENTINE LOGUE
Professor oj Neurosurgery University oj London
HAROLD ELLIS
Professor of Surgery Westminster Medical School Section Editor Section ofProctology
Chemotherapy of Herpes Simplex Virus Infections J S Oxford, FA Drasar & J 0 Williams (eds) pp 150 £4. 80 $9.35 Academic Press 1977 This book will be a disappointment to practitioners of clinical medicine because of its 135 pages (excluding introduction and index) 66 are devoted to the virus, its replication and clinical manifestations; 44 pages to laboratory models of infection; and only 25 pages to chemotherapy of human infections.
The first half of the book presents a good synopsis of the complex biology of herpes simplex virus and short sections on. the herpes viruses of animals and chickens. The laboratory section offers interesting refinements of technique to give greater precision in the comparison of antiviral drugs.
Clinical papers discuss therapy of infections of the brain, skin and genitalia and although they report modest successes the overall impression is that since Kaufman first observed the therapeutic effect of iodo-deoxyuridine in ocular herpes in 1962, much effort has produced but little advance.
The prospect of more specific drugs is offered by three papers on phosphonoacetic acid, which inhibits viral DNA-polymerase more than the host enzyme. The current position is summarized by Professor Wildy (page 21): 'It seems likely that a useful drug for the practical treatment of herpes infections will one day be discovered.'
A H TOMLINSON
Microbiologist Public Health Laboratory Radcliffe-Infirmary, Oxford
The Fetus and Birth. Ciba Foundation Symposium 47. pp 490 $39.95 Dfl.98 Amsterdam: Elsevier/North Holland 1977 Our understanding of the endocrinology of labour has gone through several phases in the last few years. From Percy Malpas who in 1933 was quite sure that the timing of onset of labour was determined by the: fetal endocrine system, it moved through the physiological work of Caldeyro-Barcia and the seesaw theories of Csapo, to Liggin's experiments in New Zealand and the work of Geoffrey Dawes' unit in Oxford.
Much of this research has been done on species other than the human and the clinical obstetrician must remember not to extrapolate from one species to another even when they seem as closely related as, for example, the sheep and the goat. Unlike many other physiological mechanisms, it would seem that the triggering of myometrial act~vity may be very species specific; this is hard to beheve but contemporary work tends to show this.
